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dragged through the streets of Capua, was hung up by
the leg, till the Emperor's fool, after two days' misery,
put an end to his pain by tying a great stone to his
neck. Philip, the Emperor's brother, had the domains
of the Countess Matilda and all Tuscany. Philip
married Irene, daughter of the Byzantine Emperor and
widow of King Koger of Sicily. Not yet thirty years
old, Henry VI., the Hohenstaufen, absolute master of
Germany and of Italy, was at a greater height of power
than had been attained by his father Barbarossa, or
was subsequently reached by Frederick II. He could
defy another Lombard League which was forming to
control him; the feuds in Germany broke not out into
open war. His proposition to make the Empire here-
ditary in his family, on the attractive condition that he
should guarantee the hereditary descent of the great
fiefs, and abandon all claims on the estates of the
Church, was heard with favour, and accepted by fifty-
two princes of the empire. The groat ecclesi-
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astics were not mcusposed to the measure;
even the Pope hesitated, and only on mature delibera-
tion declared himself opposed to the plan,   But the
election of his son Frederick as King of the Komans
was acceded to by his brothers, by all the
princes, and won the reluctant consent of Al-
bert Archbishop of Mentz.   His popularity in Germany
was increased by his earnest support of a new crusade,
to which the death of Saladin and tho feuds among his
sons might give some  reasonable  hopes of success.
Henry did not venture to withdraw his own personal
presence from his European dominions; but ho was
liberal in his iufluence, iu his levies, and in his contribu-
tions to tho holy cause.   The only opposition to Henry V
despotism was that of tho gentler Empress, who tea*